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. A bare two wecks azo, the looming
erisls in' Berlin ‘was at.center stus, like -
i some. arm-fluiling . demagogue directing

# 1he bellows of the mob beneath tHe ross

¢ trum—and as }f on his own timetable

7 Today thare is o strange “luli, another
i Dot o il L ihpey vn gejuing
e Thit. Mshithingly famitiar.

- W8, ‘redciton t&’ 16 Wwaxing and waning
-+ pressures of the told war alternates regu-
. larly betweep frenzy and torpor, scurry
* and bone-lired relaxation. .
** 'This - phenomenon—American reaction
to Soviet initiative—~was never more dis-
turbing, really, than when the Soviets
mounted their air show the other day.
It appeared that the Soviet emphasis on
manned bombers was heavier than Amer-
ican defenge planners had thought: Im-
“Mediately putcries broke over,Congress
that ths Péntagon's own bomber program,
sidetracked only yecently when the B-%0
e JUOgram wag curtailed, must be .re-
. instated. Similarly when Khrushchév re<
cently announced that he had halted the
* tslices in ground froop strength . thet
marked his most recent budgets, the ‘re-
_Ply in Washington was & reflex rumor
+ that the Natlogal'Guatd drid the'reservds
might be mobilized.
Perhaps, In the ses

-

arch for arms parity,
Washh_:gton must alg}f 8 qgnply react to
- the shifts in Sovld‘t,; priority—as on
a chessboard a picce MsveA- Bt one far
corner maﬁdg;i a‘."gge‘ fhe re ©Rships on
the whole board ‘and foree’'d move lt,ﬁ%e-,f

opposite far corher,:i. . & §E _
Sill, the suddep ¥ebétlons ar. 'ﬁigﬁlrb-{

ing.  They suggest confusion, -.;Qn‘é"-ml)"?
. 8sk whether the changés'In Russian pri-!
_orities—not: 10° speak of their recurrent;
‘emphasis of certsin global hot spots—are
‘really so capricious, g0 much without
‘long-term rhynie or reason, that they
.wannot be predicted and accounted for in
advance. .. S
In the cage of arma it may be reason-. :
able to thinle-g0. In the case of global
© strategy, which gives rige to the sleight-
of-hand wilh.a;miﬁudgnts. it ig nat. 1t
should have come & no surprise, surely,
when Khrushchev with mounting ‘wrath,
told President Kennedy “in Vienna that -
Berlin is a "bone In-my throat” snd must .
" be removed. Khrushchev has sald gs
much since 1938, at the latest. And
though a decade has elapsed since the
Berlin airlift, the acts that required it -
supgested that the Russian bear has had
lus claws trimmed all along to swat at ‘
Aeiin : :
“nd lets take two hypAppravedhkor
What is in store in Asia, once the
Co e Aurrics over [.avs and South Viet-

.. The Pavlovian

to the back page deep frecze? Wil it bp

‘tainment and buy guerrilla warface,

-ural pdjustment to shifte of cold w

v ',,‘},, b 2 o
caction,

nam sdbside, a8 aiﬁ\}nﬁd they "now have

the turn of the BRed Chinese to qhaf],l."ih
ofishore islands’ in the. Formoss straly
sgain? And will the United States |

,med;atm{f;begi%tp scrambld an mgﬂg
A

and Issue’ “stand fast" declarati ;
1955 and again barely three yecars agn?
And what of Castro's Cuba® One would _
think it had become ns obscure and n~ =
important as Monaco-—but just because
there is gencral agrecment in this country -
thit the CIA-sponsored raid in April was

. doubly bad, both poorly planned and of.; -~

dubious legality, does that make Castro's.;
shipment of Red arms in July any less &
menacing?  Or does it really matter? s
Of course there is a luail to the dura-
bility of a sense of crisis, and Washing- *
ton may be as confused as the public.
Perhaps it is of the nature of policy in ;
a cold war to behave like a runaway stock
market mingling bulls aqd bears—where
every idle rumor floating: over the iren
curtain has the effect of & hot tip-—send- |
ing ‘the brokers of policy trundling off |
through the tangles of tickertape to sell & S
ground troops and buy bombers, or sell § ; =

bombers and buy missiles, or sell con- ¥
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But there is Inconstancy here, as well
as uncertainty, shametu] dancing beneuth
the Soviet piatol-slinger as well as na_i~

rl
emphasis. And it must be’ asked how fi
long a sana_soclety can tilérate these |- -
fiyctuations without tosing Hs bearings. &
. The questioh was asked in an srrestin
way & year or #o 9gn, when Dr, William
Sargetit, an English psychiatrist, muscd
ori the Troplicatlons of the U-2 affair, Mr. |
Khrushchev's noisy destruction of tha
sunmit was in such violent contrast to
the bogus “spirit of Camp David" thut De,
Sargent was led to speculute that Rusa iy,

i
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fi, strategy has taken a page from the S\
A ‘of its fathous psychiatrist, Dr. I‘av-‘j’-ix' .
lot,* Df, Pavlov showed that dogs could i{ Hhg
b\ ronditioned by interchanged adversityj b,
atul'mid to & state of ncurosis,. Wag tha }y
g‘ .';ihing in store for th~ Wesl”? Dr.ft_ ’
it asked. Was it to take cvery O\
landishment so sericusly, whether | 5\N -
MY.or ugly, as to become as unstable t ¥ g
'led as one of Paviov’s bt‘.ﬂ::i:i?=7:‘ .
iMal debate on the point we must |

leave tgthe ocial psychologist=. But the § .
West Tl én unfort§pate habit of react- .
Ing ftrepyiedly when the Red appuratus %™

®nd approximately in the pre-
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